
Rome From Origins to Empire



Rhea Silvia and Mars
• Romulus and Remus were 

sons of the princess Rhea 
Silvia and the god Mars. 

• They were abandoned at 
birth by their evil uncle, the 
usurping king of Alba Longa.

I’ve got to go to 
work… er… war 
now, honey, take 
care of the kids!

Mars and Rhea Silvia,  
whose name means 
“Guilty of the Forest”



Romulus  
and Remus

• A she-wolf took care of 
them until they the 
shephe rd Fau s tu l u s 
found them. 

• They overthrew the king 
o f A l b a L o n g a a n d 
decided to build their 
own city.





Romulus and Remus

• disagreed over where to 
put the citadel 

• the Palatine Hill or the 
Aventine Hill. 

• They settled it with a 
contest called an augury. 

• Augury: A contest to see 
who could see the most 
birds.  

• Remus saw 6, Romulus 
12. The gods had 
spoken…



The Murder of Remus

• Victor in the augury, Romulus becomes king and names 
the city Rome. 

• He begins to build Rome’s walls. 

• Remus jumps over a wall right in front of him. 

• Romulus kills him on the spot. 



Romulus Murders his Brother



Thought Question #13  

• 13.A: Why choose a king based on the augury? 
• 13.B: Is Romulus’ reaction to Remus jumping 

over his wall too extreme, or was Remus asking 
for it? Explain.  

Due tomorrow, at the start of class. 



Agite Primo: Think, Pair, Share

• Imagine you must live without running water. 

• You must also grow your own food. 

• What would you need to do to survive? How much 
work would you have to do to get water? 

• 99% of people in the history of humankind have had to 
make do without, so you can figure it out, right? 

• Discuss with your elbow buddies for three minutes.



Public Works Project

• Roman soldiers built the 
roads.


• Roman soldiers were often 
not from Rome, but from one 
of its conquered neighbors.


• They used Greek math and 
Roman concrete.


• They are still in better shape 
than Michigan roads in April 
2016!







1. What do you observe about the shape and materials used to make 
these roads?  
2. Imagine you are a civil engineer, and you are making a road to last 
2,000 years.  
• What problems would your road face?  
• What sort of math might you need?

Thought 
 Questions # 14



Aqueduct Engineering

• Water flows downhill. Gravity 
makes that happen.


• It seems simple, but to use it 
involves complex math.


• Imagine you are a civil engineer 
and you need to get water from 
the highest peak of the Estrella 
Mountains.


• What kind of math do you need 
to figure out how to make sure 
the people of Goodyear get 
their water?



Aqueducts



Map of Roman Aqueducts and Hills

• Where do you 
think the above 
aqueduct is? 

• Answer: 
Central Arizona



What have the Romans done for us?

https://youtu.be/9foi342LXQE


